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not prevent the surrender of Saint Sebastian. The English took that fortress after a protracted and inglorious siege; and they committed all the horrors which we read of in the history of the Middle Ages on the occasion of the sacking of cities by the bands of condottieri or free troops. Wellington now crossed the Bidassoa and entered France.
Hostilities had recommenced on the z8th of September by a combined movement of three of the Allied armies. The Emperor at first beat Blucher, and obliged him to retire on the Saale. Napoleon seemed now to flatter himself with the idea of renewing on the line of the Elbe, the glory of Frederick in his wars with Austria. It is strange that in such a position he should have allowed empty visions to engross his mind. His most important object was to secure the fidelity of Bavaria and Wirtem-berg; and these two Allies forsook him.
He learned at Duben the defection of both from the King of Wirtemberg himself. The Emperor entered Leipsic on the isth of October. We now possessed only 600 pieces of artillery, and the Allies had more than 1,000. All the veteran and most efficient portion of our army were shut up in garrisons, and the Emperor, by some inexplicable infatuation, awaited 350,000 men before Leipsic, with a feeble and dispirited force scarcely amounting to 140,000. The day after his arrival at Leipsic, Napoleon gave the enemy battle before a village called Wachau, and was victorious. He now proposed an armistice to the Allied Sovereigns, and offered to evacuate Germany as far as the Rhine. But it was too late. They refused the proposed armistice.
Dismay pervaded the minds of all the Generals-in-Chief who surrounded Napoleon. A council was held by them. to which Berthier and M. Daru were summoned. They all agreed that he should do anything rather than come to an engagement. The conference being ended, Comte Daru and the Prince of Neufchatel solicited an audience. Berthier represented the immense disadvantage of fighting with such an inferiority of force. He added that the Generals themselves were so disheartened that they were unable to animate the sinking courage of their troops; and he closed his picture by representing the terrible chance of a defeat opening to our enemies the road to Paris. should have watched over from pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
